Twenty-One Day Fast: Day Eighteen, August 25

Fighting the GOOD Fight
by Missy Evans

A dear friend of mine (I'll call her Jane) was lamenting over the news that an old friend of hers had recently converted to a cult-like religion. When Jane asked her friend what drew her to step away from her Christian faith of 30 years, she said, "Now, the battle is over…" As my friend shared the story with me, we both had a silent moment…in the midst of our own busyness and weariness common to us all, the thought of no more battles sounded good. Internally I knew though, that this Christian life is always a battle.

I felt both frustrated and comforted by this truth.  I don't want to battle any more!  I'm weary.  I struggle on a regular basis.  I like the simple life and being a soldier for the Lord is everything but simple!

"And from the days of John the Baptist until the present time, the kingdom of heaven has endured violent assault, and violent men seize it by force" [as a precious prize--a share in the heavenly kingdom is sought with most ardent zeal and intense exertion]. Matthew 11:12 (Amp.)
The reality that Jesus wants us to labor for the cause of Christ, as His partner thrills me!  That He has ordained that the coming of His kingdom to earth would happen at the hands of redeemed saints is extraordinary!  
"Again the kingdom of heaven is like a man who is a dealer in search of fine and precious pearls, who, on finding a single pearl of great price, went and sold all he had and bought it." Matthew 13: 45-46 (Amp.)
We could all be tempted at times to join a religion that "thinks" for us, "hears" for us and relieves us of the constant pursuit of God. BUT we can accept the invitation…to battle for the Pearl of Great Price, a Precious Prize. What a joy to battle with the full power of the Holy Spirit to recover His inheritance from the enemy of God.  Sounds like a scene from Lord of the Rings! The battle is worthy. The fight is a good fight.

In this final week of our fast, many of us are feeling the effects of battling.  Galatians 6:9 exhorts us to, "not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart."  I pray that we will take courage and not lose heart in these last few days.  We are only engaged in a battle, the war is already won!

PRAYER POINT: Pray that the people of God would faithfully engage in biblical perseverance!  Pray for courage for the Elders, the deacons, the Pastor Search Committee, the staff, the many volunteers of St. Giles, that they would not lose heart and continue doing good in the face of weariness.  God is pleased that we have willingly participated in this fast!
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